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Biography Arto Holopainen 
Mr. Arto Holopainen, MSc (Tech.) is President for the Finnish Society for Telemedicine and 
eHealth. He is working as Chief Innovation Officer at City of Kuopio, a premier city in Finland 
with a vision to be the capital, where the good life lives. In this role, he work as innovation 
leadership by promoting City of Kuopio’s strategic themes digitalization, internationality and 
partnership in all levels of actions. He is promoting the use of international standards as a 

Secretary at European committee for standardization (CEN) working group “Technology and Applications in 
Health Informatics” (TC251/WGII). His passion is the disruption and opportunity that digital revolution 
represents for businesses. 
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Kuopio University Hospital, Finland 

Biography Esko Vanninen 
Mr Esko Vanninen, MD, PhD, eMBA, is Executive Vice President, Research and Innovations 
at Kuopio University Hospital (KUH). As a Board Certified of Clinical Physiology and 
Nuclear Medicine he has a strong clinical background in functional imaging. He has worked 
in various positions including Medical Director and Professor in Clinical Physiology and 
Nuclear Medicine both at KUH and at University of Eastern Finland (UEF). Dr. Vanninen has 

published nearly 170 peer reviewed original articles in major medical journals. His current tasks include also 
issues of sustainable development at KUH 
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Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, Finnish Government 

Biography Sinikka Salo 
Dr. Sinikka Salo serves as the Leader of Change in reforming social welfare and healthcare 
in Finland at the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, Finnish Government. She directs and 
coordinates the regional implementation of the reform as well as the related launching and 
development of health and social services activities at county level. The work is done in 
collaboration with other national ministries and local authorities. The cornerstones of the 

health and social services reform include service integration, increasing clients’ freedom of choice, 
digitalisation, developing electronic services and information systems, and curbing the costs of healthcare 
and social welfare. Previously Dr. Salo has served as the Deputy Mayor of City of Oulu, the Chief Dental 
Officer at City of Kemi and a researcher at the University of Oulu. Dr Salo has also worked as a leader in 
international missions in Japan and Kosovo. Dr Salo is a sought-after lecturer both in Finland and abroad, 
and she has published more than 70 scientific or popular articles. 
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Deloitte Center For the Edge 
 
Biography Lucien Engelen

Lucien Engelen is the founding director of the REshape Center for innovation, and advisory to the 
executive board of Radboud University Medical Center in Nijmegen the Netherlands. Several mindset-
shifting projects have been initiated at his center, like most recently the ‘REach-platform’ for the 
patient(unions) to ignite their own research by globally crowdsource and crowdfund data for research, 
flipping the coin for patients from being the subject or contributor to designer and owner of the 
research(data).  Through human-centered design (service design) they get to the core of opportunities 

for change in healthcare. As the Global Strategist Digital health for Deloitte’s Center for the Edge he pushes the needle 
on a global scale for the needed change of the operational model and the H-UX as he coined it (Healthcare User-
Experience). He is also a faculty member at Singularity University’s Exponential Medicine in Silicon Valley and in the 
Netherlands. 
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Finnish National eHealth award is delivered by President and Secretary of the Finnish Society of Telemedicine 
and eHealth. 

Agreement between clinical and 
administrative nursing data. The reliability of nursing intensity data and the 
possibilities of secondary use of structured nursing care data in determining nursing 
intensity

 
Securing the continuity of patient 

care by means of an electronic nursing discharge summary
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Puheenjohtaja: Tutkimus- ja innovaatiojohtaja Esko Vanninen 
Kuopion Yliopistollinen Sairaala 

Chair: Executive Vice President, Research and Innovations Esko Vanninen 
Kuopio University Hospital, Finland 

 Turun yliopisto, Turun yliopistollinen sairaala
 

Auria tietopalvelu, Varsinais-Suomen sairaanhoitopiiri 
 

ESiOR Oy 

Siun-Sote 

1Oulu University Hospital 

1Department of Nursing Science, University of Eastern Finland 
2Savonia University of Applied Sciences, Unit of Health Care Kuopio 
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Turun yliopisto, Turun yliopistollinen sairaala 

Biografia Päivi Rautava 
Päivi Rautava, LKT, EL työskentelee Turun yliopistolla ehkäisevän terveydenhuollon 
professorina. Hänen vastuualueisiinsa kuuluu toteuttaa ja kehittää terveyden edistämisen ja 
tietojohtamisen opetusta sekä edistää terveyden edistämisen tutkimusta. Turun 
yliopistosairaalassa hän työskentelee tietopalvelut –yksikön johtajana edistäen sairaalan 
kliinistä ja translationaalista tutkimusta sekä sairaalan oman kliinisen tietoaltaan käyttöä 

tiedolla johtamisessa, uusien hoitojen kehittämisessä ja tutkimuksessa.  
 



Suomen telelääketieteen ja eHealth seura ry. 
eHealth2019 kansainvälinen konferenssi 
XXIV Kansallinen telelääketieteen ja eHealth seminaari 

Turku University Hospital and University of Turku, Finland 

Biography Päivi Rautava 
Päivi Rautava, MD, PhD, works as a professor of preventive health care in the University of Turku. Her 
responsibility is to carry out and develop the education in health promotion and knowledge management, and 
to facilitate the research of health promotion. In Turku University Hospital she works as the chief physician 
of research and promotes clinical and transitional research as well as research, knowledge-based 
management and development of new treatments through hospital data lake.  
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Auria tietopalvelu, Varsinais-Suomen sairaanhoitopiiri 

BiografiaArho Virkki
Arho Virkki, FT, DI, johtaa Auria tietopalvelua Turun yliopistollisessa keskussairaalassa ja 
on lääketieteellisen matematiikan dosentti Turun Yliopistossa. Hän on kiinnostunut erityisesti 
koneoppimisesta, tiedonlouhinnasta ja päätöksenteon matemaattisesta mallintamisesta ja on 
käyttänyt Linux-järjestelmiä työ- ja harrastusmielessä vuodesta 1999. Nykyisiin mielenkiinnon 
kohteisiin kuuluvat uusimpien laskentamenetelmien, kuten GPU-laskennan yhdistäminen 

matemaattiseen mallinnukseen käytännöllisten ongelmien ratkaisemiseksi. Jos hän ei ole jututtamassa 
ihmisiä, hän työskentelee tilastollisten mallien, projektien, algoritmien, data-analyysin, visualisoinnin tai 
koneoppimisen parissa, tai on vain ohjelmoimassa jotain R, Python, SQL tai bash -kielillä. 
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Auria Clinical Informatics, The Hospital District of Southwest Finland 

Biography Arho Virkki
Arho Virkki, PhD, MSc(Tech) is the head of Auria Clinical Informatics at Turku University Hospital and 
Adjunct Professor in Medical Mathematics at Turku University. He is especially interested in machine 
learning, data mining and mathematical modeling for decision support, and has been using Linux for both 
hobby and work projects since 1999. His current interests include combining the latest technological 
achievements, like GPU computing and the traditional modeller's toolbox into software products that solve 
significant real-world problems. When not discussing with people, he works with statistical methods, project 
management, algorithms, data analysis, visual analytics or machine learning, or is just programming 
something with R, Python, SQL or bash. 
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ESiOR Oy
 
Biografia Erkki Soini

Erkki Soini, TtM (terveystaloustiede), toimitusjohtaja (ESiOR Oy), Kustannus-
vaikuttavuusryhmän (KVR) puheenjohtaja, www.linkedin.com/in/erkkisoini. Soini on toiminut 
mm. analytiikka-, real-world-, biopankki- ja terveydenhuollon menetelmien arviointien 
projekteissa eri tehtävissä sekä tehnyt terveystalousarviointeja, kuten elämänlaadun, 
resurssien käytön, kustannusten, kustannusvaikuttavuuden, budjettivaikutusten ja 

informaation arvon analyysejä ja mallinnuksia. Soini on toiminut kutsuttuna useissa alan kansainvälisissä 
(mm. ISPOR Euroopan kongressin tieteellisen arviointilautakunnan puheenjohtajuudet, SMDM-
suunnitteluryhmä, RWD-kongressien ohjausryhmä, ISPOR-arviointilautakunta ja -tuomaristo) ja 
kansallisissa luottamus- ja ohjaustehtävissä, voittanut palkintoja kansainvälisistä kongresseista sekä 
julkaissut useita kymmeniä tieteellisiä julkaisuja. 
 

ESiOR Oy 
 
Biography Erkki Soini
Erkki Soini, MSc (health econ), CEO (ESiOR Oy), Chairman of Social and Health Economics and Outcomes 
Group (SHEOG), www.linkedin.com/in/erkkisoini. Soini has extensive experience in real-world evidence, 
biobank research and health technology assessment projects and health economic evaluations such as quality 
of life, resource use, costs, cost-effectiveness, budget impact and value of information analyses and modelling. 
Soini has been invited to serve as e.g. ISPOR scientific review committee co-chair for Europe twice and has 
taken part in e.g. various guidance groups. Soini has won prizes from international congresses and has 
authored dozens of scientific articles. 
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Siun Sote
 
Biografia Petri Kivinen

LT Petri Kivisellä on monimuotoinen ura sosiaali- ja terveyspalveluissa ja terveydenhuollon 
informaatioteknologian parissa. Hänellä on terveydenhuollon tietotekniikan erityispätevyys ja 
hän on suorittanut HTK tutkinnon hallinto-oikeudesta. Lisäksi hän on suorittanut big data-
sovelluksien käyttöön sertifikaatteja. Kivinen toimii tällä hetkellä hallintoylilääkärinä Siun 
sotessa.  Hän käyttää työssään palvelutuotannon ohjaamisessa mm. monia moderneja 

kustannus per potilas-kustannuslaskenta- ja datan analysointisovelluksia. Kivinen on myös osallistunut sote -
uudistuksen valmisteluun antamalla useita asiantuntija-arvioita uudistuksen tarvitsemista IT-sovelluksista 
sekä ratkaisuista maakuntien ja valtion tarpeeseen. Hän on julkaissut useita julkaisuja, viime aikoina koskien 
terveydenhuollon tiedolla johtamista, ja hän on ollut kutsuttu puhuja useilla tiedolla johtamisen ja 
vaikuttavuusperusteisen johtamisen foorumeilla myös Ruotsissa ja Britanniassa. 
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Siun Sote - Joint municipal authority for North Karelia social and health services, Finland 
 
Biography Petri Kivinen
Dr Petri Kivinen, M.D. PhD, has a diverse career in social- and healthcare services and healthcare 
information technology. He has the Special competence of Healthcare information technology. Furthermore, 
Dr Kivinen has also graduated as B.Sc in Administrative law and civil law. Recently he has finished some 
certified courses of big data applications. Dr Kivinen works as a Chief Administrative Medical Officer for 
Siun sote. He manages the service production by information technology solutions in patient level costing and 
data analysis. He has also taken part in ongoing social and health care sector reform giving several expert 
evaluations supporting and innovating software solutions for future needs of Finnish counties and the 
Government. He has published several publications, recently mainly in Finnish concerning health care 
management by information and has been an invited speaker in different forums of knowledge and outcome 
based management.
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1ESiOR Oy, Kuopio, Finland;
2Istekki Oy, Kuopio, Finland
3City of Kuopio, Kuopio, Finland;
 

Finland, a land of solutions. Mid-term review
Isaacus pre-production projects.

Value Health
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1Department of Nursing Science, University of Eastern Finland
2Department of Nursing Science, University of Eastern Finland
3Department of Nursing Science, University of Eastern Finland
4Savonia University of Applied Sciences, Unit of Health Care Kuopio
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Chair: CEO Minna Storm 
Ecca Nordic 

Sotedigi Oy 

Helsinki University Hospital, Finland 

RISE Research Institutes of Sweden 

Deloitte Center For the Edge  

University of Oslo, Norway 

1JC Institute of Ageing; 2JC School of Public Health and Primary Care;  
3SH Big Data Decision Analytics Research Centre;  
4Department of Systems Engineering and Engineering Management, The Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, Hong Kong SAR 

1Helsinki Deaconess Institute; 2Diakonia college of Finland 

1Kuopio University Hospital, Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Kuopio, Finland 
2Central Finland Central Hospital, Rehabilitation Center, Jyväskylä, Finland 
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Sotedigi Oy 

Biography Jari Numminen
Jari Numminen works as a Product Owner of Omaolo at SoteDigi Oy. Main responsibility is 
development of Omaolo and capacity services for Omaolo. Jari has been working in era of 
eHealth over ten years, including digital services for citizens and electronic health records. 
He is a Registerder Nurse and has Bachelor’s Degree in Information Technology. Most of his 
spare time is spent as Volunteer Firefighter
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Helsinki University Hospital, Finland 

Biography Sirpa Arvonen
Sirpa is experienced in organization developing and systemic leadership, strategic planning, 
service design, communication management, project management and networks. Sirpa has a 
lot of experience in planning and implementing eHealth- services, lead of digital 
transformation and health related information programs. Sirpa is inclusive leader, coach and 
inspiring lecturer. She has written and produced as a hobby several books and videos among 
health and wellfare themas. 
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RISE Research Institutes of Sweden 

Biography Peter Kjäll
Peter Kjäll is Head of Digital Health at RISE, Research Institutes of Sweden. He holds a Ph.D 
in Medical Sciences from Karolinska Institutet and has worked extensively within multi-
disciplinary research and development in the interface between novel ICT technology and 
medicine as well as being an entrepreneur within the field. His role as Head of RISE Digital 
Health brings together the expertise, applied research and innovative methodology linked to 

digital health within RISE and couple that to the Swedish industry and healthcare sector. The area Digital 
Health is interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary and disruptive with the power and potential of digitization as a 
common denominator. Digital Health includes expertise in areas such as eHealth, digital medical technology, 
sensors, diagnostics, treatment, service design, system design, big data, artificial intelligence, clinical 
decision support, digital genetics and proteomics.  
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Deloitte Center For the Edge 

Biography Lucien Engelen
Lucien Engelen is the founding director of the REshape Center for innovation, and advisory to the 
executive board of Radboud University Medical Center in Nijmegen the Netherlands. Several mindset-
shifting projects have been initiated at his center, like most recently the ‘REach-platform’ for the 
patient(unions) to ignite their own research by globally crowdsource and crowdfund data for research, 
flipping the coin for patients from being the subject or contributor to designer and owner of the 
research(data).  Through human-centered design (service design) they get to the core of opportunities 

for change in healthcare. As the Global Strategist Digital health for Deloitte’s Center for the Edge he pushes the needle 
on a global scale for the needed change of the operational model and the H-UX as he coined it (Healthcare User-
Experience). He is also a faculty member at Singularity University’s Exponential Medicine in Silicon Valley and in the 
Netherlands. 
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University of Oslo, Norway 

Biography Anne Moen
Anne Moen is full professor at the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Oslo, Oslo Norway, 
and adjunct Professor, University college of South east Norway, Drammen, Norway. She is 
also the founder and CEO of Appetitus AS, a start-up company to develop, market and sustain 
the APPetitus nutrition app. Her focus in health informatics research is design and deployment 
of information systems, emphasizing citizen empowerment and engagement with patient facing 

apps and accompanying services. She is director of UiO:eColab, Institute for health and society, a research 
lab supporting technology mediated complex patient focused interventions and multidisciplinary teamwork of 
health professionals, patients and their families in and with primary care or homes. Anne is founding member 
of the Norwegian Nurses Organisation’s special interest group on Nursing informatics and eHealth, and past 
chair of the Norwegian Society for Medical Informatics. She is the immediate Past President of EFMI 
(European Federation for Medical Informatics) and current IMIA-EFMI Vice President (2016-2018). She is 
EFMI representative in the EU eHealth stakeholder group, and lead for their area “Citizens – health data”. 
She was elected fellow of ACMI (American College of Medical Informatics) 2015, and founding member of 
the IAHSI (International Academy for Health Sciences Informatics). She is member of the EFMI AC2 working 
committee, set up to by the EFMI Council in 2017 to revise and refocus EFMI’s efforts in certification, 
accreditation and professional recognition of health informatics expertise in Europe. Anne Moen is an RN 
(1985), with a master degree in nursing science (1996), and PhD in social sciences – specialization in health 
informatics (2002). 
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1JC Institute of Ageing;  
2JC School of Public Health and Primary Care;  
3SH Big Data Decision Analytics Research Centre;  
4Department of Systems Engineering and Engineering Management, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, 
Hong Kong SAR 
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1Helsinki Deaconess Institute; 
2Diakonia college of Finland 
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1Kuopio University Hospital, Department of Otorhinolaryngology, Kuopio, Finland
2Central Finland Central Hospital, Rehabilitation Center, Jyväskylä, Finland
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Itä-Suomen yliopisto 

Biografia Tuula Heide 
Tuula Heide toimii hankejohtajana Itä-Suomen yliopistossa DigiCampus hankkeessa. 

University of Eastern Finland 

Tuula Heide works as a Project Manager at University of Eastern Finland for DigiCampus project. 
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Laurea-ammattikorkeakoulu 

Biografia Outi Ahonen 
Outi Ahonen työskentelee Laurea-Ammattikorkeakoulussa hoitotyön lehtorina, digitaalisessa 
yksikössä. Hän on hoitotieteen maisteri. Hän tekee väitöskirjaa sosiaali- ja terveydenhuollon 
tiedonhallinnan osaamisesta Itä-Suomen yliopistossa sosiaali- ja terveysjohtamisen 
laitoksella. Hän toimii projektipäällikkönä SotePeda 24/7projekteissa, joissa vahvistetaan 
osaamista sosiaali- ja terveydenhuollon digitaalisten palvelujen kehittämiseen 

moniammatillisesta näkökulmasta. Hän on Suomen Sairaanhoitajaliiton valtuuston jäsen ja Suomen tele- ja 
eHealth seuran hallituksen jäsen. 
 

 

Biography Outi Ahonen 
Outi Ahonen has been working as senior lecturer in nursing at Laurea UAS. She has master degree in nursing 
science. She is doing her PhD studies in University of Eastern Finland. She works at Laurea UAS in Digital 
unit. She is project manager in project considering developing ehealth and Welfare Serivces in 
multiprofessional perspective called SotePeda 24/7.She is a member of the Finnish Nursing Associations 
council and a member of the Finnish tele and eHealth board. 
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Oulun yliopisto 

Biografia Jarmo Reponen  
LT, radiologian erikoislääkäri sekä terveydenhuollon tietotekniikan ja mammografia- 
seulonnan erityispätevyydet, terveyden tietojärjestelmien työelämäprofessori lääketieteellisen 
kuvantamisen, fysiikan ja tekniikan (MIPT) –tutkimusyksikössä Oulun lääketieteellisessä 
tiedekunnassa. Telelääketieteen ja eHealth-seuran aiempi pj, kansainvälistä kokemusta mm. 
EuroPACS ja Nordic Telemedicine Association pj:na sekä useista järjestöistä ja kongresseista. 

Ylilääkärin tehtävien ohella 30 vuoden kokemus tietojärjestelmien kehittämisestä, käyttöönotosta ja 
arvioinnista, erityisesti sähköisestä potilaskertomuksesta ja radiologian järjestelmistä. Hänen 
tutkimusryhmänsä toteutti maailman ensimmäisen lääketieteellisen mobiiliappsin älypuhelimiin 20 vuotta 
sitten. Nykytutkimus keskittyy digitalisaatioon terveydenhuollossa, tekoälyn mahdollisuuksiin ja 
tietojärjestelmien arviointiin. Vastaa lääkäreiden ja hammaslääkäreiden terveydenhuollon tietotekniikan 
erityispätevyydestä ja toimii hankejohtajana kansallisessa lääketieteen ja hammaslääketieteen 
perusopetuksen digitalisaatiohankkeessa, MEDigi:ssä. 
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University of Oulu, Finland 

Biography Jarmo Reponen  
MD, PhD, radiologist, special competence in healthcare information systems, serves as a Professor of 
Practice for health information systems at the Medical Imaging, Physics and Technology(MIPT) research 
group, Faculty of Medicine, University of Oulu, Finland. He is past president of FSTeH, EuroPACS and 
Nordic Telemedicine Association and he has served in many international congress organizations. He has 
parallel to his clinical work 30 years of experience in the development, implementation and evaluation of 
hospital information systems, especially in the field of electronic patient record and radiology systems. His 
group co-developed the world's first mobile app for smartphones 20 years ago. Currently their research 
focuses on the effects of digitization in healthcare, with target areas of artificial intelligence and assessment 
of the use of information systems. Reponen is the responsible teacher for the special competence of healthcare 
information technology for Finnish physicians and dentists and most recently the project manager in the 
Finnish national MEDigi project for the digitalization of medical and dental undergraduate education.  
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Mehiläinen Oy 

Biografia Tove Laivuori 
Tove Laivuori, LL, yleislääketieteen erikoislääkäri, työskentelee Lääkärikeskus Mehiläinen 
Töölön vastaavana lääkärinä. Hän on Suomen Lääkäriliiton tietojärjestelmälääkärit -
alaosaston puheenjohtaja ja Lääkäriliiton eHealth valiokunnan jäsen. Hän työskenteli 
aiemmin asiantuntijana Apotti Oy:ssa. Laivuori suorittaa parhaillaan terveydenhuollon 
tietotekniikan erityispätevyyttä sekä Digital Health tutkintoa Savonia-ammattikorkeakoulussa. 

 

Mehiläinen Oy 

Biography Tove Laivuori 
Tove Laivuori, MD, General Medicine Specialist, works as Chief Medical Officer for Lääkärikeskus 
Mehiläinen Töölö in Helsinki, Finland. She is the chairwoman of the Finnish Medical Association´s 
subdivision for guarding of healthcare information technology physician´s interests. She is also a member of 
the eHealth committee.  Previously she has worked as an associate for Apotti Oy. Laivuori is currently 
conducting the Finnish Medical Associaton´s special competence program for Healthcare information 
technology and Master´s degree programme in Digital Health at Savonia University for Applied Sciences 
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Terveyden ja hyvinvoinnin laitos (THL) 

National Institute for Health and Welfare 

Biography Hannele Hyppönen  
Hannele Hyppönen, PT, PhD, acts as a leading expert in National Institute for Health and 
Welfare in Service System Research Unit. Her expert area is eHealth benchmarking and 
evaluation. She has a long experience in clinical work, a master's degree and doctorate in 
University of Helsinki (organizational learning and sociology of technology). She has worked 
in the Unit of eHealth and eWelfare in National Research and Development Centre for Welfare 

and Health (STAKES) since 1996 and in National Institute for health and Welfare (THL) since 2009, leading 
the national eHealth assessment work, and also the Nordic eHealth indicator development work under the 
Nordic Council of Ministers. Currently she works as a leading expert in eHealth monitoring and research, 
including the STEPS -programme for national eHealth benchmarking commissioned by the Ministry of health 
and social affairs, work for the IMIA WG Technology Assessment & Quality Development, and in several 
eHealth research projects. 
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Chair: Biobank Director, Professor Veli-Matti Kosma 
Biobank of Eastern Finland  

 King's College London, Karolinska Institutet & University of Helsinki
 

University of Eastern Finland, Kuopio University Hospital 
 

Centre for Health and Technology, University of Oulu, Finland 

Flinders University, Australia 

1Research Unit of Medical Imaging, Physics and Technology, Faculty of Medicine, University of 
Oulu, Finland; 
2Centre for Health and Technology, Faculty of Medicine, University of Oulu, Finland; 
3Department of Operative care, Oulu University Hospital, Oulu, Finland; 
4Medical Research Center Oulu, Oulu University Hospital and University of Oulu, Oulu, Finland; 
5Department of Diagnostic Radiology, Oulu University Hospital, Oulu, Finland 

1ESiOR Oy, Kuopio, Finland; 
2Department of Medicine, Kuopio University Hospital, Kuopio, Finland; 
3Virtuaalisairaala 2.0 -hanke, Helsinki University Hospital, Helsinki, Finland; 
4Virtuaalisairaala 2.0 -hanke, Kuopio University Hospital, Kuopio, Finland 

 

1Savonia University of Applied Sciences; 
2City of Kuopio 
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King's College London, Karolinska Institutet & University of Helsinki 

Biography Juha Kere 
Juha Kere is Professor of Molecular Genetics at Karolinska Institutet, Sweden; Professor of 
Genetics and Molecular Medicine at King’s College London, UK; and group leader at 
University of Helsinki. He earned MD, PhD, and specialist physician in clinical genetics 
degrees at University of Helsinki. After postdoctoral research at Washington University, St. 
Louis, he was acting Professor at University of Helsinki and founding Director of Finnish 

Genome Center. He has published over 500 scientific original and review articles and supervised 48 doctoral 
theses. His research spans topics from positional cloning of human disease genes and complex disease 
genetics to mechanisms of diseases, and most recently, unraveling the activation of the human embryo genome 
during the first days after fertilization. 
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University of Eastern Finland, Kuopio University Hospital 

Biography Outi Kuittinen 
Outi Kuittinen has been working as  professor on Oncology in the University of Eastern 
Finland since 1.8.2018. Before that she worked in Oulu University Hospital, Department of 
Radiotherapy and Oncology as physician in chief for lymphoma therapies and stem cell 
transplantation. Her research acticity coveres both clinical research as well as translational  
research and research dealing with lymphoma biology. She has been collaborating with 

Finnish Lymphoma Group, Nordic Lymphoma Group, International Primary Central Nervous System 
Lymphoma Group and several international reserach teams. She has been the chair for Finnish Lymphoma 
Group, Finnish Stem Cell Transplantation Group and a member of Nordic Lymphoma Group coordinating 
group. She has supervised five doctoral thesis. 
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Centre for Health and Technology, University of Oulu, Finland 

Biography Maritta Perälä-Heape 
Maritta Perälä-Heape, Professor of practice in data-enabled health care and innovation 
ecosystems; Director, Centre for Health and Technology (CHT; www.cht.oulu.fi), Faculty of 
Medicine, University of Oulu, Oulu, Finland. She is managing the strategic R&D&I 
collaboration between academia, business and public healthcare sector (OuluHealth 
ecosystem; www.ouluhealth.fi).  Prof. Maritta Perälä-Heape has over 30 years' experience in 

life science and health care sector, mainly in R&D and innovation management, industrial R&D, business 
development, R&D&I funding, innovation politics and international network building. The main interest is in 
digitally aided person centric care and data intensive innovations and businesses. The current focus is in 
building national research and innovation knowledge Hub (DigiHealth Hub) in Finland, and creating 
synergies with European innovation partnerships and smart specialization strategies. Her strengths include 
in particular the enhancement of open collaboration by bringing together main stakeholders and building 
larger R&D&I programs for the future needs in the digital data driven health society. This activity is crucial 
for the successful evolution towards a predictive, personalized, preventive and participatory healthcare 
system, creating new business opportunities worldwide. 
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Flinders University, Australia 

Biography Anthony Maeder 
Professor Anthony Maeder, Professor of Digital Health Systems & Co-Director of Flinders 
Digital Health Research Centre, College of Nursing & Health Sciences, Flinders University, 
Adelaide, Australia.  Anthony Maeder joined Flinders University in 2016 as Chair in Digital 
Health Systems from Western Sydney University, where he founded the Telehealth Research 
and Innovation Laboratory (THRIL).  His previous appointment was as Research Director of 

the CSIRO Australian eHealth Research Centre in Brisbane (2004-2008). His academic training was in 
Software Engineering with a PhD in Computing from Monash University awarded in 1992. He is a Fellow of 
the Institution of Engineers Australia, a Fellow of the Australian Computer Society, and a Fellow of the 
Australasian College of Health Informatics.  He is currently a member of the Standards Australia IT-14 Health 
Informatics Committee and has represented Australia as a delegate to ISO for TC215 Health Informatics. He 
is a past President of the Australasian Telehealth Society (2010-2012), served on the Governing Board of the 
International Society for Telemedicine and eHealth (2013-2016) and is currently Co-Chair of the IMIA 
Telehealth Working Group. 
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Finland;
2Centre for Health and Technology, Faculty of Medicine, University of Oulu, Finland;
3Department of Operative care, Oulu University Hospital, Oulu, Finland;
4Medical Research Center Oulu, Oulu University Hospital and University of Oulu, Oulu, Finland;
5Department of Diagnostic Radiology, Oulu University Hospital, Oulu, Finland
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1ESiOR Oy, Kuopio, Finland;
2Department of Medicine, Kuopio University Hospital, Kuopio, Finland;
3Virtuaalisairaala 2.0 -hanke, Helsinki University Hospital, Helsinki, Finland;
4Virtuaalisairaala 2.0 -hanke, Kuopio University Hospital, Kuopio, Finland
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Puheenjohtaja: johtajaylilääkäri Päivi Metsäniemi  
Ylioppilaiden terveydenhoitosäätiö YTHS 

Chair: Chief Medical Officer Päivi Metsäniemi,  
Finnish Student Health Services (FSHS) 

 Eksote
 

Business Finland 
 

Terveystalo, Terveystalo Digiterveys 

Ylioppilaiden terveydenhoitosäätiö YTHS 

1Division of Child Psychiatry, Helsinki University Hospital, Finland, 
2Department of Nursing Science, University of Turku, Finland 

 

1ESiOR Oy, Kuopio, Finland; 
2Virtuaalisairaala 2.0 -hanke, Helsinki University Hospital, Helsinki, Finland 

 

1Department of Public Health and Clinical Nutrition, University of Eastern Finland;  
2Institute of Biomedicine, School of Medicine, University of Eastern Finland 
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Eksote 

Biografia Toni Suihko 
Toni Suihko on kansainvälisesti pätevöitynyt tietohallinnon ammattilainen, jonka 
tehtäväkenttään on kuulunut laaja-alainen tehtävien ja eri sidosryhmien johtaminen. Viimeisin 
hänen työtehtävänsä Etelä-Karjalan sosiaali- ja terveyspiirin tietohallintojohtajana on 
liittynyt kokonaan uuden ICT ympäristön perustamiseen täysin integroidun sosiaali- ja 
terveydenhuollon tarpeisiin tyhjältä pöydältä, käsittäen koko IT ympäristön niin 

infrastruktuurin kuin sovellukset. Hänen alkuperäinen tausta on telekommunikaatiossa ja konsulttiyrityksissä, 
jolloin työskentely sosiaali- ja terveydenhuollon toimialalla on opettanut hänelle merkittävästi sosiaali- ja 
terveydenhuollon liiketoiminnasta ja erityisesti sektorin ongelmista tällä hetkellä ja tulevaisuudessa. Hän on 
tuonut toisilta teollisuuden aloilta mukanani paljon oppia sovellettavaksi sosiaali- ja terveydenhuollon 
tietohallinnon ja ICT tukevien toimintaprosessien kehittämiseen. Nykyisessä työssään hän on osallistunut ja 
osallistuu lukuisiin kansallisiin projekteihin ja ohjelmiin, työskennellen yhdessä kansallisten toimijoiden kuten 
Sosiaali- ja terveysministeriö, Valtiovarainministeriö, Kansaneläkelaitos, Terveyden- ja hyvinvoinnin laitos, 
Suomen Itsenäisyyden rahasto jne. Hän uskoo todella, että toiminnan tulee olla asiakaskeskeistä. Tämä on 
tuottavuuden ja tehokkuuden päämahdollistaja. ICT näkökulmasta tulevaisuus ei pohjaa perinteisiin 
sähköisiin potilas- ja asiakastietojärjestelmiin. Perinteisten potilas- ja asiakastietojärjestelmien aikana on 
takanapäin. Tulevaisuus rakentuu integroidun asiakkuudenhallinnan ja toiminnanohjauksen järjestelmiin, 
jotka ovat varustettuna keinoälykyvykkyyksillä, kohdentuen sosiaali- ja terveydenhuoltoon. 

South Karelia Social and Health Care District (Eksote), Finland 

Biography Toni Suihko 
Toni Suihko is an internationally qualified IT management expert and experienced in overall management of 
different activities and interest groups. His latest career as a CIO of South Karelia Social and Health Care 
District has related to establishing and building up a the ICT environment of totally integrated social and 
healthcare organization, with totally renewed IT environment (infrastructure, applications etc.). His original 
background relates to telecom and consulting companies, working in public sector has thought him a lot about 
the sector in general and specifically business and operational problems in the area of public healthcare now, 
and especially in the future. He also believes that public sector, especially the area of social care and 
healthcare has lot to learn from other sectors. In his present job, He has been involved to several national 
level projects and programs working together will national level organizations like Ministry of Social Affairs 
and Health, Ministry of Finance, The Social Insurance Institution of Finland, National Institute for Health 
and Welfare, The Finnish Innovation Fund etc. He truly believe that customer needs to be in the center. This 
is the key enabler for effectiveness and efficiency. From ICT perspective the truth does not lie on traditional 
Electronical Medical Records systems or social care Electronical Customer Records systems. The times of 
old fashioned EMR or ECR are gone. Future is based on integrated Customer Relationship Management and 
Enterprise Resource Management systems with AI capabilities targeted to the area of integrated social care 
and healthcare. 
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Business Finland 

Biografia Nima Jokilaakso 
Nima Jokilaakso on biotekniikan tohtori, ja hän on työskennellyt Ruotsissa ja ulkomailla 
tutkimus- ja yritystoiminnassa. Vuodesta 2013 lähtien digitalisointi on kuitenkin ollut hänen 
painopisteensä, ja hän on perustanut ja johtanut digitaalisen terveydenhuollon yrityksiä. Nima 
on nykyään Business Finlandin neuvonantaja, joka vastaa Healthtechistä ja toimii Suomen 
suurlähetystössä Tukholmassa. 

 
 

Business Finland 
 
Biography Nima Jokilaakso 
Nima Jokilaakso has a PhD in biotechnology and has worked in Sweden and abroad with research and 
companies in life science. However, since 2013, digitization has been his focus and he has founded and lead 
companies within digital health. Today, Nima is Senior Advisor at Business Finland, responsible for 
Healthtech and based at the Finnish Embassy in Stockholm. 
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Terveystalo, Terveystalo Digiterveys 

Biografia Annette Kainu 
Terveystalo Digiterveys –yksikön yksikönjohtaja ja vastaava lääkäri, koulutukseltaan 
tuotantotalouden diplomi-insinööri (TKK 1995), lääketieteen lisensiaatti (HY 1996), väitellyt 
lääketieteen tohtoriksi (HY 2008), erikoistunut Helsingin yliopistollisessa keskussairaalassa 
keuhkosairauksien ja allergologian erikoislääkäriksi ja saanut keuhkosairausopin dosentin 
pätevyyden 2018. Työskennellyt mm HYKS Sydän- ja keuhkokeskuksessa osastonylilääkärinä 

Peijaksen sairaalassa 2012-2018 ja ollut mukana rakentamassa Terveyskylään Keuhkotaloa ja Uniapnean 
digihoitopolkua. Vuodesta 2018 toiminut Terveystalon Keskitettyjen etäpalveluiden vastaavana lääkärinä 
osallistuen aktiivisesti uusien terveydenhuollon etäpalveluiden kehittämiseen. Vuoden 2019 alusta 
yksikönjohtajana valtakunnallisessa Terveystalo Digiterveys-yksikössä, joka tuottaa kaikki Terveystalon 
terveydenhuollon ammattihenkilöiden tuottamat etäpalvelut mm. noin 10.000 Lääkäri-chat 24/7 vastaanottoa 
kuukaudessa. 
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Terveystalo, Digital Healthcare  

Biography Annette Kainu
Chief of Digital Health at Terveystalo, educational background with M.Sc.in Technology in Industrial 
Management (1995) MD (1996), PhD (2008) and Medical Specialist in Respiratory Medicine and Allergology. 
Adjunct professor (University of Helsinki) in Respiratory Medicine (2018).Worked previously in Helsinki 
University Hospital as a Head of Department between 2012-2018 in which role participated in the 
development of the Health Village and a digital care pathway for sleep apnea.Since 2018 worked at 
Terveystalo Healthcare developing new eHealth services. Currently working as the Chief of Digital Health 
services that provide professional eHealth servces nationally including e.g. Doctor Chat 24/7 Service 
delivering about 10.000 monthly visits with general practitioners. 
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Ylioppilaiden terveydenhoitosäätiö YTHS 

Biography Päivi Metsäniemi 
Päivi Metsäniemi, MD, is a specialist of public health medicine and has a special competence 
degree in healthcare technology. She works now as Chief Medical Officer in Finnish Student 
Health Services (FSHS).  She is enthusiastic about measuring and improving healthcare 
outcomes, developing the work processes, digital tools and working environment for 
physicians and other healthcare professionals. The digitalization of healthcare with all its 

benefits and challenges are the core of Päivi’s own working life, as she has implemented virtual doctor's 
appointment processes, created models for using everyday healthcare data in clinical leadeship and innovated 
and implemented a customer-centric digital health plan.. 
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Finnish Student Health Services (FSHS) 

Biography Päivi Metsäniemi 
Päivi Metsäniemi, MD, is a specialist of public health medicine and has a special competence degree in 
healthcare technology. She works now as Chief Medical Officer in Finnish Student Health Services (FSHS).  
She is enthusiastic about measuring and improving healthcare outcomes, developing the work processes, 
digital tools and working environment for physicians and other healthcare professionals. The digitalization 
of healthcare with all its benefits and challenges are the core of Päivi’s own working life, as she has 
implemented virtual doctor's appointment processes, created models for using everyday healthcare data in 
clinical leadeship and innovated and implemented a customer-centric digital health plan. 
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1 Division of Child Psychiatry, Helsinki University Hospital, Finland, 2Department of Nursing Science, 
University of Turku, Finland
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1Department of Public Health and Clinical Nutrition, University of Eastern Finland; 
2Institute of Biomedicine, School of Medicine, University of Eastern Finland
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Chair: Patient Safety Manager Kaisa Haatainen 
Kuopio University Hospital, Finland 

 University of Eastern Finland
 

Sotedigi Oy 
 

Brigham and Womens' hospital, USA 

1Centre for Health and Technology, Faculty of Medicine, University of Oulu, Finland; 
2FinnTelemedicum, Research Unit of Medical Imaging, Physics and Technology, Faculty of 
Medicine, University of Oulu, Finland;  
3Medical Research Center Oulu, Oulu University Hospital and University of Oulu, Oulu, Finland; 
4Finnish Coordinating Center for Health Technology Assessment, Oulu, Finland 

1Oulu University Hospital, Department of Administration, Virtual hospital 
 

1ESiOR Oy, Kuopio, Finland; 
2Virtuaalisairaala 2.0 -hanke, Helsinki University Hospital, Helsinki, Finland; 
3Virtuaalisairaala 2.0 -hanke, Turku University Hospital, Turku, Finland; 
4Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Turku University Hospital and University of Turku, 
Turku, Finland 
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University of Eastern Finland 

1University of Eastern Finland, Department of Health and Social Management 
2Turku University School of Economics  
3The Ministry of Social Affairs and Health 

Biography Kaija Saranto 
Kaija Saranto, PhD,  RN, FACMI, FAAN, FIAHSI  works as a full Professor and programme 

leader at the master and doctoral degree levels in Health and Human Services Informatics 
(HHSI) at the University of Eastern Finland, Department of Health and Social Management. 
In 2012 the HHSI master’s degree programme received the status ”IMIA accredited” by the 
International Medical Informatics Association as the very first internationally.  She is the 

International Taskforce Liaison for The HIMSS TIGER Committee and actively engaged with the international 
curriculum development of health informatics for the digital society. Currently she is the Chair of the 
Education Working Group of European Federation of Medical Informatics. She is leading research groups 
focusing on health data analytics, digital care, and patient safety. 
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Sotedigi Oy 

Biography Jenni Siermala 
Jenni Siermala is M.Sc in Information System Science, works as an Chief Information Security 
Officer (CISO) at the SoteDigi Oy. Responds and leads the organization security and privacy. 
Coordinating the security of the organization service production. Develops and maintains 
security guides and processes for the social and healthcare sector. Responds and leads the 
organization risk management and audits. Before this worked 10 years as an Information 

Security Architect at the Oulu University Hospital.  Chairwoman in the national group of experts from the 
Digital Security Steering Group.. 
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Brigham and Womens' hospital, USA 

Biography Patricia Dykes 
Dr. Dykes is program director for research in the Center for Patient Safety Research and 
Practice at Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Associate Professor at Harvard Medical 
School.  Her program of research focuses on patient safety and informatics; most notably fall 
prevention and integration of decision support into clinical workflows for care team member 
use (including patients and family). Dr. Dykes is the lead investigator on the Fall TIPS studies. 

She is author of 2 books, over 100 peer reviewed publications, and has presented her work nationally and 
internationally. She is Chair-elect of the American Medical Informatics Association Board of Directors, an 
elected fellow of American Academy of Nursing, and an elected fellow of the American College of Medical 
Informatics. 
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1Centre for Health and Technology, Faculty of Medicine, University of Oulu, Finland; 2FinnTelemedicum, 
Research Unit of Medical Imaging, Physics and Technology, Faculty of Medicine, University of Oulu, 
Finland; Medical Research Center Oulu, Oulu University Hospital and University of Oulu, Oulu, Finland;
4Finnish Coordinating Center for Health Technology Assessment, Oulu, Finland
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1ESiOR Oy, Kuopio, Finland;
2Virtuaalisairaala 2.0 -hanke, Helsinki University Hospital, Helsinki, Finland;
3Virtuaalisairaala 2.0 -hanke, Turku University Hospital, Turku, Finland;
4Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Turku University Hospital and University of Turku, Turku, 
Finland
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Puheenjohtaja: kouluttajalääkäri Kirsimarja Metsävainio 
Kuopion yliopistollinen sairaala 

Chair: MD, Clinical Educator Kirsimarja Metsävainio 
Kuopio University Hospital, Finland 

 Oulun yliopistollinen sairaala 
 

Kuopion kaupunki 
 

Healthcare Mobile Solutions Oy 

Tampereen yliopistollinen sairaala 

1National Institute for Health and Welfare (THL), Social and Health Systems Research; 
2National Institute for Health and Welfare (THL), Healthcare and Social Services Evaluation; 
3National Institute for Health and Welfare (THL), Reforms 

1Smart service research Unit, HAMK, University of applied sciences 
2School of Wellbeing, Degree Program in Nursing, HAMK, University of applied sciences 

 

1Department of Pathology, Oulu University Hospital, University of Oulu, Oulu, Finland 
2Department of Pathology, Fimlab Laboratories, Tampere University Hospital, Tampere, Finland 
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Oulun yliopistollinen sairaala 

Oulu University Hospital, Northern Ostrobothnia Hospital District, Finland 
 
Biography Pauliina Hyrkäs 

Pauliina Hyrkäs, MHSc (Health Admin.) is the designer and coordinator of Oulu University 
Hospital innovation activities. She has worked in local, national and international healthcare 
innovation projects as a project manager, a coordinator and a process designer. With her 
project team, she developed nationally applicable innovation model for Finnish University 
Hospitals and their stakeholder's cooperation as well as the Innovation Process for Northern 

Ostrobothnia Hospital District. Currently, she is coordinating the innovation activities at the Oulu University 
Hospital, designing the OuluHealth ecosystem innovation process and working on a doctoral dissertation on 
innovation management in public hospitals. 
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Biografia Pauliina Kämäräinen 

Pauliina Kämäräinen työskentelee Kuopion kaupungin vanhuspalveluissa 
projektipäällikkönä. Vastuualueena on teknologisavusteisten palvelujen kehittäminen 
yhteistyössä asiakkaiden, työntekijöiden ja monialaisten verkostojen kanssa. Hän toimii myös 
Kuopion kaupungin vanhuspalvelujen Living Lab ympäristössä koordinaattorina edistäen 
terveysteknologian innovaatioiden käyttöönottoa, kokeilua ja kaupallistamista. Pauliina 

Kämäräinen on työskennellyt ennen nykyistä työtehtäväänsä sairaanhoitajana sekä perus- että 
erikoissairaanhoidossa. Hän suorittaa myös hoitotieteen opintoja yliopistossa. 
 

 

City of Kuopio, Finland 
 
Biography Pauliina Kämäräinen 
Pauliina Kämäräinen works as a project manager in elderly care in the city of Kuopio. Her main territory is 
in developing technologically assisted services for the elderly together with clients, staff and with wide 
network of others. She is also a Living Lab coordinator promoting try-outs and introductions of new innovative 
health technologies.Prior to her current occupation, she has worked as a registered nurse in both primary 
and specialized health care. She is also studying health sciences in university. 
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Healthcare Mobile Solutions Oy 

Biografia Mikko Kokkonen 
Toimitusjohtaja Healthcare Mobile Solutions, röntgenhoitaja KYS Kliininen fysiologia ja 
isotooppi, taloushallinnon merkonomi. Yrittäjä, jonka tarkoituksena on ratkaista käytännön 
ongelmia. Kahden hyvin villin pojan isä. 

Healthcare Mobile Solutions Oy 

Biography Mikko Kokkonen 
CEO Healthcare Mobile Solutions, radiographer at KUH clinical physiology and nuclear medicine 
department, Vocational education in financial management. An entrepreneur whose purpose is to solve 
practical problems. Father of two wild boys. 
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Biografia Aki Lehto 

Aki Lehto, ICT-arkkitehti, PSHP/Tays. Tuotantotalouden DI, jolla vankka tausta 
ohjelmistokehityksen tuotekehittämisessä ja ohjelmistohankkeiden ohjauksessa globaalissa 
toimintaympäristössä. Useita vuosia mukana erityissairaanhoidon digitalisaation 
edistämisessä sekä sisäisesti sairaanhoitopiirissä että erilaisissa kansallisissa hankkeissa. 
 

Tampere University Hospital, Finland 
 
Biography Aki Lehto 
Aki Lehto, ICT-architect, PSHP/Tays. MSc in Industrial Management with solid work background in the area 
of R&D in software development and global product program management. Several years I have been 
advancing digitalization in special health care both at locally in Pirkanmaa Hospital District (Tampere 
University Hospital) and in different Finnish national programs. 
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1National Institute for Health and Welfare (THL), Social and Health Systems Research;
2National Institute for Health and Welfare (THL), Healthcare and Social Services Evaluation;
3National Institute for Health and Welfare (THL), Reforms
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1Smart service research Unit, HAMK, University of applied sciences
2School of Wellbeing, Degree Program in Nursing, HAMK, University of applied sciences
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1Department of Pathology, Oulu University Hospital, University of Oulu, Oulu, Finland
2Department of Pathology, Fimlab Laboratories, Tampere University Hospital, Tampere, Finland
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Chair: Professor Pasi Karjalainen 
University of Eastern Finland 

University of Oulu, Finland 
 

 Combinostics Ltd. 

Dokkyo Medical University, Japan 

Savonia University of Applied Sciences, Unit of Health Care, Finland 

1Karelia University of Applied Sciences; ²Savonia University of Applied Science; 3Independent RDI 
Specialist; 4Siun Sote, Joint Municipal Health Care and Social Services Consortium in North 
Karelia; 5The Municipality of Lapinlahti; 6Savo Consortium for Education 

Central University Emergency Military Hospital 
 

1The National Institute of Health, Department of Communications; 2Department of Pharmacy, 
University of Eastern Finland, University of Eastern Finland; 3The National Institute of Health, 
Department of Public Health Solutions; 4The National Institute of Health, Department of Public 
Health Solutions
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University of Oulu, Finland
 
Biography Simo Saarakkala 

Simo Saarakkala has a Ph.D. degree in Medical Physics and he is a Professor of Biomedical 
Engineering at the University of Oulu, Finland. He also serves as a Scientific Director of the 
Infotech Oulu Focus Institute, University of Oulu. Prof. Saarakkala has published over 140 
peer-reviewed scientific articles on different aspects of musculoskeletal imaging and 
biomechanics, particularly focusing on osteoarthritis. He serves as an Editorial Board Member 

in 5 scientific journals, he has acted as a Reviewer for over 25 international scientific journals, and he is 
regularly reviewing international grant applications. Prof. Saarakkala is an internationally recognized 
researcher in the field of osteoarthritis imaging. Recently, he has focused his research on machine learning 
and deep learning for improving the sensitivity of osteoarthritis diagnostics and prediction its clinical 
progression from radiography and MRI.  
 
Lecture synopsis
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Combinostics Ltd. 
 
Biography Jyrki Lötjönen 

Jyrki Lötjönen holds PhD degrees from Helsinki University of Technology (Finland) and INSA 
of Lyon (France). He was a principal scientist in the ICT for health research area at VTT 
Technical Research Centre of Finland (2000-2015) and currently he is chief scientific officer 
at Combinostics Ltd and adjunct professor at Aalto University (Finland). Combinostics 
manufactures software tools for clinical decision support in neurological diseases. His 

research interests are in machine learning with a focus on image quantification and clinical decision support 
especially in neurodegenerative diseases. He has been a coordinator in the PredictAD and PredictND FP7 
EU-projects and a work-package leader in the VPH-DARE@IT and TBIcare FP7-projects. He has co-
authored more than 130 international peer-reviewed scientific papers. 
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Dokkyo Medical University, Japan 

Biography Nobuhiro Sakata 
Professor of Department of ICT Education & Research. Director of Center for Information, 
Communication and Technology, Dokkyo Medical University. The Japanese Prime Minister 
Award in the 6th contest of educational practice using the Internet ( The Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. Executive Committee of Internet-based Educational 
Practice Competition) 2006. Encouragement Award in Japan e-Learning Award 2011 ( e-

Learning Award Forum) 2011. The Best Award in the pepper app challenge 2015 (Softbank Robotics) 2015. 
The Special Category Award for Education using Virtual Reality in Japan e-Learning  
Award 2018 ( e-Learning Initiative Japan) 2018. 
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Savonia University of Applied Sciences, Unit of Health Care, Finland 

Biography Riitta Turjamaa 
PhD, RN, Senior Lecturer in Nursing. She is in charge of coordinating Master in Digital Health 
Programme at Savonia University of Applied Sciences, and she leads social and health care 
field in Savonia’s multidisciplinary master programme team. She has had eHealth projects, 
and she has written many articles both in scientific and professional journal. She is post doc 
researcher in University of Eastern Finland and main research interests are related to digital 

solutions and robotics in the context of older people’s home care. 
 



Suomen telelääketieteen ja eHealth seura ry. 
eHealth2019 kansainvälinen konferenssi 
XXIV Kansallinen telelääketieteen ja eHealth seminaari 

1Karelia University of Applied Sciences; ²Savonia University of Applied Science; 3Independent RDI 
Specialist;
4Siun Sote, Joint Municipal Health Care and Social Services Consortium in North Karelia; 5The 
Municipality of Lapinlahti; 6Savo Consortium for Education
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1The National Institute of Health, Department of Communications;
2Department of Pharmacy, University of Eastern Finland, University of Eastern Finland;
3The National Institute of Health, Department of Public Health Solutions;
4The National Institute of Health, Department of Public Health Solutions
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Chair: Principal Lecturer and Vice-President Pirkko Kouri 
Savonia University of Applied Sciences and  

International Society for Telemedicine and eHealth 

European Commission 
 

Tottori University, Japanese Telemedicine and Telecare Association, Japan 

University of Helsinki, Finland 
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European Commission
 
Biography Marco Marsella 

Marco Marsella is Head of the "eHealth, Well-being, and Ageing" Unit in the Directorate 
General for Communications Networks, Content and Technology (DG CONNECT) of the 
European Commission. From 2016 to June 2018, Marco Marsella was leading the Unit 
responsible for the Web Accessibility Directive, Safer Internet and Language Technologies. 
He has worked on policy development, innovation and research implementation in the areas 
of digital content, technologies for learning, e-inclusion and assistive technologies.  
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Tottori University, Japanese Telemedicine and Telecare Association, Japan
 
Biography Hiroshi Kondoh 

Professor and Director Div. of Medical Informatics Tottori University Hospital, Yonago, 
JAPAN. Introduction of Electronic Patient Record 2003 (first university Hospital EPR in 
Japan). Development of Homecare and Disaster medical support system with satellite 
communication (2995-2008). EPR and PACS sharing system with XDS and XDS-I. President 
of Japanese Telemedicine and Telecare Association. 
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University of Helsinki, Finland
 
Biography Timo Honkela 

Since the beginning of 2014, Timo Honkela has served as a professor for research in digital 
resources at University of Helsinki. This field of study includes research into the use of 
linguistic and other resources in the humanities and social sciences, as well as development of 
new kinds of methods and approaches for representing and analyzing humanistic research 
data. In particular, Honkela is interested in the subjectivity involved in human understanding 

and behavior, stressing the role of mathematical and computational modeling that takes into account the 
complexity and dynamic natural of linguistics, cultural, mental and societal phenomena. Earlier Honkela 
served as a chief research scientist at the Department of Information and Computer Science, Aalto University 
School of Science, where he was the head of the Computational Cognitive Systems research group. Honkela 
has published close to 200 scientific papers in which methods of natural language processing, text mining, 
statistical machine learning, neural network and cognitive modeling have been applied in different scientific 
disciplines including linguistics, cognitive science, psychology, educational research, sociology, 
organizational research, health sciences, religious studies, history, media art, and philosophy. Honkela 
received his PhD degree at Helsinki University of Technology in 1998. Since 2017, Honkela has focused on 
the concept of Peace Machine in which different components of artificial intelligence are applied to promote 
peaceful conditions. The book Peace Machine was published in Finnish (Rauhankone) in October 2017 and 
translations into various languages including English is in progress. 
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1Laurea University of applied sciences 

4
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Central University Emergency Military Hospital
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1Department of Health and Social Management, University of Eastern Finland;
2SoteDigi Oy
3Social and Health Services, City of Espoo
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1TeleHealth Department, University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa 
2Pentecost University College, Accra, Ghana. 
3NT Consulting – Global e-Health Inc., Calgary, Alberta, Canada; University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada 
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1 TeleHealth Department, University of KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa
2 Pentecost University College, Accra, Ghana.
3 NT Consulting – Global e-Health Inc., Calgary, Alberta, Canada; University of Calgary, Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada
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1Savonia University of Applied Sciences, RDI Advisor, Department of Social, Health care and Cultural 
education
2, 3Laurea University of Applied Sciences, Research, Development and Innovation Unit
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1Savonia University of Applied Sciences
2 Savo Consortium of Education
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1Institute of Public Health and Clinical Nutrition, Department of Clinical Nutrition, University of Eastern Finland, 
Kuopio, Finland.
2Endocrinology and Clinical Nutrition, Department of Medicine, Kuopio University Hospital, Kuopio, Finland
3Department of Public Health Solutions, National Institute for Health and Welfare, Helsinki, Finland
4School of Medicine, Institute of Biomedicine, University of Eastern Finland, Kuopio, Finland
5Department of Clinical Physiology and Nuclear Medicine, Kuopio University Hospital, Finland
6Kuopio Research Institute of Exercise Medicine, Finland
7Clinical Nutrition and Obesity Center, Kuopio University Hospital, Finland
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1 Department of Social, Health care and Cultural education, Savonia University of Applied Sciences;
2 Department of Social, Health care and Cultural education, Savonia University of Applied Sciences
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2 Department of Social, Faculty of Business, Tourism and Hospitality, Savonia University of Applied Sciences
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1FinnTelemedicum, Research group for medical imaging, physics and technology, University of Oulu, 
Finland; 
2Chairman of the committee of the special competence for healthcare information technology
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1työelämäprofessori, lääketieteellisen kuvantamisen, fysiikan ja tekniikan tutkimusyksikkö, Oulun yliopisto 
2puheenjohtaja, terveydenhuollon tietotekniikan erityispätevyystoimikunta 
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President 
Dr. Andy Fischer 
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Vice-President 
Dr. Pirkko Kouri 
Finland 

Executive Director 
Prof. Yunkap Kwankam 
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Savonia University of Applied Sciences is one of the largest and most versatile Universities 
of Applied Sciences in Finland. Our organization of experts educate strong professionals in six 
different fields of study. Our versatile Degree Programmes offer the students the opportunity 
to study as a fulltime student or alongside their job (Master’s Degree and specialised studies) 
or flexibly in the Open University of Applied Sciences. Our campuses are located in Kuopio, 
Iisalmi and Varkaus.

Savonia offers degree programmes also in English. In 2019 Savonia offers four Bachelor’s 
programmes including Bachelor’s Degree Programme in Nursing, are Bachelor of Engineering 
in Internet of Things, Bachelor of Engineering, Mechanical Engineering and Bachelor of 
Business Administration, International Business. Furthermore, one Master’s programme is 
offered: international Master’s Degree Programme in Digital Health, which is totally virtual 
programme. The master programme can be studied simultaneously when one is working. 

The selected focus areas are Applied Wellbeing Technology, Innovative Engineering and 
Energy Industries, Responsible Food Production and Water Safety. The unifying theme in these 
areas is digital solutions. The philosophy of the focus areas is built on product development, 
creative experiments, entrepreneurship, innovations, business expertise and internationality.

As Savonia UAS is a multidisciplinary university of applied sciences, it naturally has high-
quality core mission-based activities outside of the focus areas. Savonia has both international 
and national ongoing projects with the higher education institutes and business.

www.savonia.fi



KuopioHealth
Open Innovation Ecosystem

innovation based on customer needs and serves as 

international health technology companies and innovators.
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